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SUBJECT: HOSPITAL STRIKE CONTINUES 
REF: MANAGUA 1089 

1. MEDICAL WORKERS AND THE GOVERNMENT REMAIN DEADLOCKED AS 
HOSPITAL STRIKE ENTERS FOURTH WEEK. NO NEGOTIATIONS HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE SINCE MARCH 14 BREAKDOWN AND EVEN INFORMAL CONTACTS 
HAVE LESSENED. GON IS TAKING POSITION THAT ALL IS "NORMAL" IN 
HOSPITALS AND LABOR MINISTER NAVARRO ANNOUNCED MARCH 25 THAT 
STRIKE WAS "CLOSED CASE" AS FAR AS GON CONCERNED. WORKERS. 
BACKED BY HEAVY LA PRENSA PUBLICITY, DISPUTE GON CONTENTION 
MEDICAL FACILITIES ADEQUATELY MANNED AND CHARGE SITUATION IN 
HOSPITALS DANGEROUS. 

2. COMMENT: APPEARS THAT GON NOW CONVINCED IT CAN DEFEAT 
STRIKE ON ITS TERMS AND THEREFORE NOT INTERESTED IN NEGOTIATING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SETTLEMENT WHICH WOULD REQUIRE IT TO GIVE MORE. WITH STRIKERS 
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DETERMINED NOT TO GIVE UP, PROSPECT IS FOR LONG SIEGE. 
SHELTON 
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